

CITY OF AUBURN

CITY COUNCIL

BUSINESS MEETING in Council Chambers

And Via Zoom

FOR

January 6, 2022
Due to recommendations by the CDC during the Coronavirus crisis, this meeting will be conducted with limited attendance and via teleconference. This is allowed by O.C.G.A. §50-14-1(g) as the public is provided simultaneous access to the teleconference meeting. The City of Auburn will utilize the Zoom meeting app to conduct this teleconference meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89614278017?pwd=dmxNbmxwd1BCdW1vQWV0VUhsOWplQT09   

Meeting ID: 896 1427 8017

Passcode: 418502

One tap mobile

+13126266799,,89614278017#,,,,*418502# US (Chicago)

+16465588656,,89614278017#,,,,*418502# US (New York)
Dial by your location

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 896 1427 8017

Passcode: 418502

Present:
Mayor :

Linda Blechinger


Council Member:
Peggy Langley-Virtual 




Council Member:
Bob Vogel-Virtual




Council Member:
Taylor Sisk




Council Member:
Jay Riemenschneider

City Staff in Attendance:
City Administrator Alex Mitchem, Chief Hodge, Joyce Brown,  Iris Akridge, Michael Parks, Kellie Littlefield, Michelle Walker, Sgt. Pharr, Jack Wilson
Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Council Member Riemenschneider gave the invocation.




Council Member Riemenschneider led the pledge to the flag.

Council Reports and Announcements

Mayor Blechinger stated that the City had a terrible tragedy to start the New Year and that there is a family that is suffering because of that tragedy. A wife that is recovering and a child that is recovering and two deaths.  The Mayor asked for a moment of silence in honor of the family and prayers for their recovery.
Item:
Citizen Comments on Agenda Items
Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda.  

None were given

Item:  Swearing in of Council Members - Robert L. Vogel, III and Taylor Sisk  

Mayor Blechinger swore in Council Members Robert L. Vogel, III and Taylor Sisk for the term of 2022 - 2026.

Item:
Consent Agenda
Mayor Blechinger asked if any of the consent agenda items needed to be removed for further discussion

None were given.
Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda: 
       a.  December 2, 2021- Council Business Meeting Minutes
       b.  December 16, 2021 – Council Workshop Meeting Minutes

       c.  6th Street Water Main Replacement 

       d.  LMIG Grant Application 
       e.  Water Connection Fees 
       f.   Mayor Pro Tempore – Robert L. Vogel, III 

Motion:
Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Seconded:
By Council Member Vogel.         
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   

Council Member Sisk had a question regarding Consent Agenda item# c.  6th Street Water Main Replacement.  Council Member Sisk said, I know that we are going with the lowest bid, W. L. Griffin.  Have we done work with that contractor before?
Alex Mitchem responded to Council Member Sisk stating, yes, we have.
Council Member Sisk commented, I know sometimes going forward, going with the lowest bid, it’s not always the lowest bid.  Sometimes they say, Oh, I forgot to add this, and they come back for more money.  Sometimes the lowest bid is the highest bid.  So, is this W.L. Griffin the company that will typically come back and try to not cost any more money than we need?
Alex Mitchem replied that W.L. Griffin was not actually the low bid originally. Originally, they did not have a full application.  There submittal was not complete.  
Jim Aton with Hayes James responded that the people at W.L. Griffin are good people.  They do good work and they do not have a history of change orders.

Council Member Sisk had a question regarding Consent Agenda item# e.  Water Connection Fees.  Council Member Sisk said, It is my understanding that nobody currently inside the City will be affected by this, Correct?
Mayor Blechinger confirmed that is correct.

Council Member Sisk said also as far as what has already been approved by previous Council for the housing that is coming in, are they grandfathered into the previous cost or are they coming in at this new fee?
Mayor Blechinger replied that the ones that have already been filled and have already been approved are not.  But the new ones that have not received any approvals yet, they will be subject to the new fees.
Council Member Sisk had a question regarding the townhome fixture for that. Council Member Sisk said, It is my understanding that there is a ¾ inch meter for each household.  So, for a townhome using for example a cluster of four, are they using four separate lines or are they using like a larger 2-inch meter?
Mayor Blechinger stated that she believes they are using four separate.

Alex Mitchem responded that they are separate.  There is not a manifold.  Each individual has their own meter.  It branches off the main.

Council Member Sisk said, It is my understanding that we have had a large cost increase as far as meters to help cover that increase along with other increases such as covering material which went up due to shortages, etc.
Mayor Blechinger stated that it has been many years since we have gone back and looked at increasing these prices.  The mayor said that this is something we need to do on a regular basis and need to do this at least every five years to make sure that the City is not losing money.
Council Member Sisk asked is this right here, is this whether it’s a private individual who wants to come build in the City or a builder?  Does this cover both?

Alex Mitchem replied yes, it covers both.
Vote was taken with Council Members Riemenschneider, Vogel and Langley voting yes, and Council Member Sisk abstaining.   

Item:  2022 Mayor Pro Tempore Appointment
Mayor Blechinger asked for motion to appoint Council Member Robert L. Vogel, III as Mayor Pro Tempore for the term ending December 31, 2022.    

Motion:

Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to appoint Council Member Robert L. Vogel, III as Mayor Pro Tempore for term ending December 31, 2022.  
Seconded:
By Council Member Sisk.
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Mayor Blechinger swore in Council Member Robert L. Vogel, III as the Mayor Pro Tempore for the term ending December 31, 2022.

Citizen Comments:  Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens Comments.
None were given.
ADJOURN:  Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  
Made by Council Member Vogel to adjourn.
Seconded: 
 By Council Member Langley. 
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Read and approved this ___________ Day of February 2022 
Attest:

___________________________________________________

Mayor Linda M. Blechinger
MAYOR
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